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Bachelor of Education (Elementary) & 
Bachelor of Education (Secondary) STEM/BETT
Lesson Plan
	Lesson Title:
	Assimilation (similarities and differences)
	Lesson  #
	1
	Date:
	Oct 16, 2022

	Name:
	Rianna
	Subject:
	ELL
	Grade(s):
	5/6



Rationale: 
	This lesson is important because it will be an introduction to the topic of cultures and assimilation. Understanding the basics of what culture and assimilation are is an important foundation to understanding the history of diverse cultures and impacts of assimilation in Canada. In a following lesson, students will be learning more in depth about the assimilation of the Indigenous culture in the history of Canada.



Core Competencies: 
	Communication
	Thinking
	Personal & Social

	Communicating
Connecting and engaging with others: Students engage in informal and structured conversations in which they listen, contribute, develop understanding and relationships, and learn to consider diverse perspectives.
	Critical and Reflective Thinking: Encompasses a set of abilities that students use to examine their own thinking and that of others. This involves making judgments based on reasoning, where students consider options, analyze options using specific criteria, and draw conclusions.
	Positive Personal and Cultural Identity: Understanding relationships and cultural contexts



Big Ideas (Understand)
	- Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and engaged citizens.
- Exploring stories and other texts helps us understand ourselves and make connections to others and to the world.



Learning Standards
	(DO)
	(KNOW)

	Learning Standards - Curricular Competencies
	Learning Standards - Content

	· Use personal experience and knowledge to connect to text and develop understanding of self, community, and world
· Explain the role of language in personal, social, and cultural identity
· Exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding
	· Oral language strategies
· Metacognitive strategies



Instructional Objectives & Assessment
	Instructional Objectives (students will be able to…)
	Assessment

	· Students will be able to explain the role of language (and other aspects) in personal, social, and cultural identity
· Students will be able to exchange ideas and perspectives to build shared understanding
	· Students are able to demonstrate how different aspects in a person's life (like language) can contribute to culture by identifying what makes up culture in their word web
· Students will share their word web and perspective on the assimilation scenario with classmates to experience other views to deepen their understanding of the topic



Prerequisite Concepts and Skills: 
	How to make a word map
How to fill out a ‘similarities and differences’ worksheet



Indigenous Connections/ First Peoples Principles of Learning: 
	Introduction into the ideas and conversations around culture and assimilation and how it relates to Canadian history and the Indigenous peoples 



Universal Design for Learning (UDL):
	Discussion scenarios are presented on the screen and read aloud
The word map can include words, sentences or pictures depending on the students needs and abilities



Differentiate Instruction (DI):
	- Spanish translation for some of the words that will likely be brought up by students in the word web




Materials and Resources
	- Similarities and differences worksheet
- Slide show (https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1lUvIywmCAeN6ld4puioTROV3mTP8d9wEc2FXOdJXqik/edit?usp=sharing)



Lesson Activities:
	Teacher Activities
	Student Activities
	Time

	Introduction (anticipatory set – “HOOK”):

Word Web on ‘culture’
· What is culture?

Ask students to share their what they included on their web with the class

	

Students make a word web on what they know about culture


Students share one at a time what they included in their word web
	

8 min



2 min

	Body:
Slide 1
Watch video on culture
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwSYrsjTiW4

What are some things you noticed in the video about culture?
Was there something you missed in your word web?

Pick two cultures (one could be your own) and find similarities and differences using the three part worksheet. 

Introduction to assimilation:
When people move from one place to another they might be exposed to a different culture from their own. Sometimes there are a lot of similarities between the cultures and sometimes there are some differences that may be difficult to get used to or go against your culture. When someone has to change their culture to fit in, that is called assimilation. 

I will read out a scenario and you will decide if the student should assimilate or not. After the scenario is read you will have 3 minutes to think and quietly discuss your options with one partner.

Slide 2
Introduce scenario example
https://amandaborow.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/5/0/45500749/assimilation_simulation.pdf

“You and your family just emigrated from Ireland and are settling into your new home. Though you had to leave Ireland, you miss it dearly and are trying to find an Irish community here in the Boston for support. Life is not easy and you are going to have to make some hard choices as a family to survive.” 

When you are making choices make sure that you: 
• Listen to one another and work together 
• Remember that many people are working in this space – discuss your decisions quietly! 
• Think about the potential benefits and potential sacrifices of each choice

Slide 3
Read scenario
Slide 4
Read options








Students pick either option 1 or 2

Slide 5
Read option 1 result. 
Ask: What did you expect would happen? 
         What surprises you about this outcome?

Slide 6
Read option 2 result.
Ask: What did you expect would happen? 
         What surprises you about this outcome?

	





Students share their thoughts on the video and any differences they had in their word web




Students pick two cultures and write the similarities and differences they find on the worksheet (Students can use Chromebooks)

Students listening








































Students decide whether they would assimilate or not based on the scenario.
When students are deciding they can think about:
• What are the potential benefits of each choice?
• What are the potential sacrifices of each choice?
• How important is food to your culture/cultural identity?

Students raise their hand for the option they choose


Students share their thoughts on the outcome



Students share their thoughts on the outcome
	


9 min


1 min






15 min



3 min









































3 min










1 min



1 min




1 min

	Closure:
There are many different cultures in Canada and many people have faced similar decisions on whether to assimilate or not. Sometimes people do not have a choice, like the Indigenous people of Canada. Ms Mckenzie will be going into more details on the assimilation that the Indigenous people of Canada faced.

Clean up
	








Students neatly put their worksheets in the social studies section of their binder
	
1 min



Organizational Strategies:
	Regroup focus before moving onto the next section (clapping or 123 eyes on me)




Proactive, Positive Classroom Learning Environment Strategies:
	Set specific times when collaborative discussion is allowed.
Allow opportunities for students to share their ideas with the class




Extensions:
	Next lesson goes deeper into assimilation in Canada with the Indigenous peoples





Reference:
Assimilation Simulation Lesson Plan. By Amanda Borow
https://amandaborow.weebly.com/uploads/4/5/5/0/45500749/assimilation_simulation.pdf
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